FORMATION OF  THE SCANDINAVIAN STATES.         555

founded the " Society for the good of the Norwegian people/'
then raised subscriptions for a Norwegian university (1811).

National sentiment grew rapidly. When the news came of
the cession of Norway to Sweden the Norwegians determined not
to submit to it. The Danish prince who, under the title of
viceroy, governed Norway, wished to take advantage of this
movement to declare himself King of Norway. But instead of
declaring himself an absolute King, as he had first intended, he
followed the advice of Professor Sverdrup, and appealed to the
nation. He convoked an assembly of notables, then a Diet of
i12 members formed of elected representatives and office-holders.
The Diet declared that the crown of Norway had been restored
to the people by the Danish King's renunciation, and elected
Prince Christian Frederick King (May 17, 1814). It then voted
a constitution similar to the French Constitution of 1791, founded
on the sovereignty of the people, represented by an indissoluble,
elective assembly.

Bernadotte came to take possession of the country and offered
the Norwegians a viceroy and a constitution. The Norwegians
refused. Then war began, and the Swedes were driven back.
But it was impossible for Norway to resist the formal order of
the great European powers. Christian therefore convoked the
representative assembly and induced it to accept his resignation
of the crown. But the assembly, while yielding to the King of
Sweden, maintained the principle of the sovereignty of the peo-
ple; it elected Charles XIII. King of Norway, on condition that
he should recognise the Constitution of 1814.

A convention made terms between the two countries (1815),
There should be a King of Sweden and Norway, a common sov-
ereign in all foreign relations (war and diplomacy); but the two
peoples should each preserve its own constitution and govern-
ment; Norway had its Council of State, performing the offices of
a ministry, its Assembly, its Supreme Court, its capital at Chris-
tiania, and its bank at Drontheim.

There were henceforth three distinct Scandinavian states.
Norway has the same King as Sweden and the same language
as Denmark. All three have established the Lutheran Church.
All three have experienced during the nineteenth century an
economic, political, and literary revival. All three have estab-
lished religious liberty. This evolution has been parallel, but to
understand it in detail each country must be looked into
separately.